
People from abroad living in the Tokatsu area are sharing about
their life in Japan in Japanese. See their presentations in person
at the venue or online.
For more information, visit the KCC homepage at 
https:/www.kcc.kira-kira.jp/events
Date& Time: Sunday, February 13, 2022, 1:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m.
Place: Palette Kashiwa “Open Space” (or online)
Application: https:/forms.office.com/r/yWGPWQsuf7     
Fee: Free

 W e  a r e  c e l e b r a t i n g  t h e  N e w  Y e a r  w i t h  n e w  f e e l i n g s  f o r  m o v i n g
f o r w a r d ,  a l t h o u g h  t h e  d a i l y  l i f e  a l l  o v e r  t h e  w o r l d  h a s  c h a n g e d
d r a s t i c a l l y  d u e  t o  c o r o n a v i r u s .
 I  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  e x p r e s s  m y  s i n c e r e  g r a t i t u d e  n o t  o n l y  t o  t h o s e  w h o
p l a n n e d  a n d  p r e p a r e d  a c t i v i t i e s  w i t h  v a r i o u s  a t t e m p t s ,  b u t  a l s o  t o
t h o s e  w h o  c o o p e r a t e d ,  s u p p o r t e d  a n d  p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  t h e  p r o g r a m s
l a s t  y e a r .
O n l i n e  s y s t e m  m a d e  o u r  n e w  e x p e r i e n c e  p o s s i b l e  b e y o n d  t h e
r e g i o n a l  b o u n d a r i e s  s u c h  a s  s t u d e n t  e x c h a n g e  p r o g r a m s ,  K E Y S
m e e t i n g s  a n d  “ K a s h i w a  d e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  E x c h a n g e  F e s t a  2 0 2 1 ”  a n d
“ K a s h i w a  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  E x c h a n g e  W e e k  2 0 2 1 ” .
 W e  w e r e  a l s o  a b l e  t o  o f f e r  F o r e i g n  l a n g u a g e  c l a s s e s  i n  p e r s o n ,  a n d
J a p a n e s e  l a n g u a g e  c l a s s e s ,  S e m i n a r s  o n  r e f u g e e s  a n d  i n t e r n a t i o n a l
u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o n l i n e .  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  f r e e  l e g a l  a d v i c e  f o r  f o r e i g n e r s
w e  w e r e  a b l e  t o  h o l d  a  f o o d  b a n k .

W e  w e r e  i n  c h a r g e  o f  t h e  f o o d  d r i v e ,  " M o t t a i n a i  w o  A r i g a t o u  n i "  a t  t h e
e n t r a n c e  o f  P a l e t t e  K a s h i w a  w i t h  t h e  p e o p l e  f r o m  t h e  C i t i z e n ' s  A c t i v i t y
S u p p o r t  C o r n e r .  P e o p l e  w h o  s a w  K o h o  K a s h i w a  o r  S N S  b r o u g h t  a  l o t  o f
f o o d s t u f f s  s u c h  a s  r i c e ,  r e t o r t  f o o d s ,  i n s t a n t  f o o d s ,  s e a s o n i n g s ,  a n d
s w e e t s .  W e  a r e  g r a t e f u l  f o r  y o u r  k i n d n e s s .  W e  a l s o  i n t r o d u c e d
I n t e r n a t i o n a l  E x c h a n g e  a c t i v i t i e s  i n  K a s h i w a  c i t y  a n d  t h e  F o o d  B a n k  K C C
w i t h  p h o t o s  o f  o u r  a c t i v i t i e s  o n  p a n e l s ,  a n d  d i s t r i b u t e d  f l y e r s  a b o u t  o u r
a c t i v i t i e s  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  K C C  n e w s l e t t e r s  “ K a w a r a b a n ” .  W h e n  t h e  m a y o r
o f  K a s h i w a  c i t y  c a m e  t o  t h e  v e n u e  i n  t h e  a f t e r n o o n ,  w e  e x p l a i n e d  t h e
p i c t u r e s  o f  o u r  a c t i v i t i e s  a n d  f o o d  d r i v e .  W e  t h i n k  i t  i s  v e r y  m e a n i n g f u l
t o  d e e p e n  m u t u a l  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  b y  i n t e r a c t i n g  w i t h  v a r i o u s
o r g a n i z a t i o n s .

Kashiwa Cross-cultural Center 
Palette Kashiwa 

2-7-1-301 Kashiwa, Kashiwa 
Chiba, 

Japan 277-0005 
Tel: 04-7157-0281 Fax: 04-7165-7321

e-mail: kcc@kira-kira.jp
URL: https://www.kcc.kira-kira.jp
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Happy New Year to you all.
JANUARY, 2022

Kashiwa Citizen's Activity Festa 2021 & Kashiwa Citizen's Activity Flea Market
Poka Poka Market (Nov.23)

The 6th Japanese Speech Contest in Kashiwa

<Request>
Please be sure to include the name of the event, your name, and your phone number in your e-mail application.

Speeches by American Teachers at Kashiwa Municipal High School
～ Experiences in a Different Country ～

Date& Time: Saturday, January 29, 2022, 1:30 p.m. - 2:45 p.m.
Place: Palette Kashiwa Multipurpose Space A
Lecturers: Mr. Brandon Matsumoto and Ms. Deanna Sun 　
(English teachers at Kashiwa Municipal High School)
Contents: Hear them share their thoughts and feelings about their
experiences teaching and living in Japan.
Capacity: 25 on a first-come, first-served basis
Fee: Free   
Application: Please come to the KCC Office directly or
 send an e-mail to 　boshu-1@kira-kira.jp.

<Announcement>

 T h e  J a p a n e s e  s p e e c h  c o n t e s t  b y  f o r e i g n e r s  i s  s c h e d u l e d  f o r  n e x t  m o n t h .
 T h i s  y e a r ,  t h r o u g h  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  e x c h a n g e ,  l e t ’ s  k e e p  l e a r n i n g  a b o u t  t h e  a c t u a l  s i t u a t i o n  o f  t h e  p a n d e m i c
a c r o s s  c o u n t r i e s  a n d  a i m  f o r  c o o p e r a t i o n  a n d  s y m b i o s i s  f o r  t h e  s u r v i v a l  o f  h u m a n k i n d .  
 T h a n k  y o u  f o r  y o u r  c o o p e r a t i o n  a s  a l w a y s .
 M a y  t h i s  y e a r  b e  a n  e v e n  b e t t e r  o n e  f o r  a l l  o f  y o u !
-  A k e m i  K o s u g e ,  t h e  c h a i r  p e r s o n  o f  K I R A

explaining to Ms. Ota, Mayor of Kashiwa city 





Cross-cultural Tea Time: “The Habsburg Empire and the Fate of Ethnic Minorities” (Nov. 27)

 Mr. Toshimitsu Ishigure, former Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of Slovenia, gave
a talk. He explained the Hapsburg Empire, which reigned as a major power in Europe until World
War 1 since it was elected as the Holy Roman Emperor in the Middle Ages, and the different ways
of life of two ethnic minorities (the Czech Republic and Hungary) under its control. He also
introduced the food and culture related to the Empire. It was particularly interesting to see that
the Czech Republic developed into an advanced industrial country despite its subordinate
position, while Hungary became an agricultural country due to its political autonomy and the
feudal internal politics of the aristocracy that hindered its development. The cultural aspects
were particularly interesting. In Austria, there were Mozart, Mahler, Klimt. Schiele, and Freud. In
the Czech Republic, there were Smetana, Dvorak, Mucha, and Capek. Hungary also produced
famous artists and cultural figures such as Liszt and Bartok. The most popular topic among the
participants was food. Sacher Torte and Wiener coffee in Vienna. Pilsen beer from the Czech
Republic, and Tokaji wine from Hungary. Also, Mr. Ishigure introduced seasonal foods on the
street corner and hot wine available in Kashiwa and Tokyo. 
  We received many applications from citizens as soon as we began accepting applications in
“Koho Kashiwa News” and “KCC NewsLetter”. It seems to show the high level of people’s interest
in the in-person lecture held for the first time after a long absence and its topic. 

  A play about three piglets was performed by foreigners
for children who love picture books and stories. The
“straw house”, “wooden house”, and “brick house” in the
story were handmade by all the staff. On the day, they
asked the children to put on “piggy noses” over their
masks so that children could enjoy the play as piggies.
Foreigners who wore the handmade ears and noses also
enjoyed the play as the little pigs and wolves. The
children who wore the noses of the little pigs were also
excited to enjoy the play of “The Little Pigs”. Before they
knew it,  audience including children from different
countries were getting into the play.

  KEYS has been working hard with a good combination of online and offline activities even though it
has become more difficult for many people to gather like before. At the KEYS MEETING held on the
second Sunday of every month, we invite people from overseas as guests and continue to have
international exchange while discussing the differences in lifestyle and customs. In the class named
“Let’s learn about the SDGs”, which started this year, we learn about each theme of SDGs in the style
of a popular American quiz show “Jeopardy” and learn about international issues by discussing them.
At the “Kashiwa de International Exchange Festa 2021” held on October 24, we were able to
communicate in English with people from our sister and friendship cities online. KEYS is always
looking for new members. If you would like to speak English or are interested in international
exchange, KEYS  offers the best place for  you. Please pay a visit to KEYS MEETING !

Lecture by Mr. Ishigure Sacher Torte and Wiener coffee

Play “The Three Little Pigs” in Japanese by Foreigners (Dec.18)

We are doing our best even in the Corona disaster – KEYS(Kashiwa Exchange Youth Society)

Wooden house Brick houseStraw house

 Franz Joseph 1

Queen Elisabeth



 I  h a v e  b e e n  i n v o l v e d  i n  K a s h i w a ’ s  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  e x c h a n g e  a c t i v i t y  s i n c e  I  b e c a m e  a  d e l e g a t e  t o
T o r r a n c e  i n  2 0 1 1 .
U n t i l  t h e n ,  I  d i d n ’ t  e v e n  h a v e  a  p a s s p o r t .  M y  f i r s t  v i s i t  a b r o a d  w a s  i n  T o r r a n c e  f o r  3  w e e k s .  
E v e r  s i n c e  t h e n  t o  n o w ,  I  h a v e  s p e n t  a b o u t  m o r e  t h a n  h a l f  o f  t h i s  1 0  y e a r s  a b r o a d .  G o i n g  t o
T o r r a n c e  w a s  a n  i m p o r t a n t  t u r n i n g  p o i n t  f o r  m e .  A l s o ,  I  w e n t  t o  G u a m  a s  a  s t u d e n t  l e a d e r  a n d
I  s t i l l  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  t h e  G u a m  c o m m i t t e e  a s  m u c h  a s  p o s s i b l e .  

 I  a m  c u r r e n t l y  d o i n g  a  P h D  i n  E c o n o m i c s  i n  F r a n k f u r t ,  G e r m a n y .  W h e n  I  a p p l i e d  f o r  t h e
d e l e g a t e  t o  T o r r a n c e ,  I  d i d n ’ t  i m a g i n e  m y s e l f  b e i n g  i n  a  f o r e i g n  g r a d u a t e  u n i v e r s i t y  s i n c e  t h e
a p p l i c a t i o n  w a s  j u s t  f r o m  a  v a g u e  d e s i r e .  H o w e v e r ,  I  c a m e  t o  t h i n k  I  w a n t  t o  w o r k  i n  a  p l a c e
w h e r e  p e o p l e  w i t h  d i f f e r e n t  n a t i o n a l i t i e s  w o r k  t o g e t h e r  s u c h  a s  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  a s
m y  v a l u e s ,  t h o u g h t s  a n d  c o m m u n i t i e s  c h a n g e d  a f t e r  g o i n g  t o  T o r r a n c e .  T h a t ’ s  w h y  I  a m  h e r e
t o  g e t  a  P h D .  A l s o ,  o n e  o f  t h e  r e a s o n s  I  d e c i d e d  t o  g e t  i t  a b r o a d  i s  t h a t  I  b e c o m e  f i n a n c i a l l y
i n d e p e n d e n t  s i n c e  w e  d o n ’ t  h a v e  t o  p a y  f o r  t h e  t u i t i o n  f e e  a n d  g e t  f i n a n c i a l  s u p p o r t  f o r  l i v i n g
w h i l e  t h e  c o u r s e .  

 H o w e v e r ,  s i n c e  t h e  C o r o n a  v i r u s  h i t  t h e  w o r l d ,  m a n y  c l a s s e s  w e r e  h e l d  o n l i n e ,  a n d  t h e
c a f e t e r i a  i n  t h e  c a m p u s  w a s  c l o s e d  f o r  a  w h i l e .  A s  t h e  v a c c i n a t i o n  r a t e  w e n t  u p ,  i t  g r a d u a l l y
o p e n e d  a g a i n .  A l s o ,  a l m o s t  a l l  t h e  c l a s s e s  w e n t  b a c k  t o  n o r m a l  b y  s t r i c t l y  c h e c k i n g  o u r
v a c c i n a t i o n  c e r t i f i c a t e  s i n c e  t h i s  a u t u m n .  A l t h o u g h ,  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  c h a n g e d  a g a i n  t h i s
N o v e m b e r ,  a n d  t h e  c l a s s e s  I  h a v e  b e e n  a s s i s t i n g  t u r n e d  o u t  t o  b e  o n l i n e .  C h r i s t m a s  m a r k e t s
a r e  c a n c e l e d  i n  s o m e  c i t i e s .  N o b o d y  k n o w s  w h a t  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  w i l l  b e  f r o m  n o w  o n .  O n  t h e
o t h e r  h a n d ,  t h e r e  w e r e  s o m e  p o s i t i v e  s i d e s  o f  t h i s  f o r  m y  s t u d y ,  s u c h  a s  g a i n i n g  b e t t e r  a c c e s s
t o  t h e  l a t e s t  s t u d y .  F u r t h e r m o r e ,  I  c a n  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  t h e  r e g u l a r  m e e t i n g  o f  t h e  G u a m
c o m m i t t e e  o n l i n e .

 T r a v e l  r e s t r i c t i o n s  m a k e  m e  f e e l  t h e  d i f f i c u l t y  o f  v i s i t i n g  f o r e i g n  c o u n t r i e s  e v e n  m o r e
s t r o n g l y .  T h e r e f o r e ,  I  c a m e  t o  t h i n k  t h a t  i t  w a s  a  s u r p r i s i n g  t h i n g  t h a t  I  c o u l d  g o  t o  T o r r a n c e
o n l y  h a l f  a  y e a r  a f t e r  t h e  G r e a t  E a s t  J a p a n  E a r t h q u a k e .  I t  i s  a  s h a m e  t h a t  t h e  d e l e g a t i o n  h a s
b e e n  s u s p e n d e d  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  p a n d e m i c ,  s i n c e  I  k n o w  h o w  m u c h  s t u d e n t s  c a n  g r o w  u p  b y  t h e
p r o g r a m  b y  e x p e r i e n c i n g  t h e  l e a d e r  t w i c e .  I t  w o n ’ t  b e  e a s y  b u t  I  s t r o n g l y  h o p e  t h a t  t h e
p r o g r a m  w i l l  s t a r t  l i k e  b e f o r e .

Hello! Friends Exchanging Program, Studying Abroad and The Future
Hirofumi Takikawa from Germany

←At a soccer studium in Frankfurt 

Old city area in Frankfurt →



JANUARY Events



 I n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  C O V I D - 1 9  f o r
f o r e i g n  r e s i d e n t s



 A v a i l a b l e  i n  m u l t i p l e  l a n g u a g e s

J a p a n e s e  C l a s s e s
O n l i n e  C l a s s e s  
T h u r s  1 0 : 0 0 a m  -  1 1 : 3 0 a m  
J a p a n e s e  I n t e r m e d i a t e  a n d  u p  

S u n  1 0 : 0 0 a m  -  1 1 : 3 0 a m  
B e g i n n i n g  I ,  I n t e r m e d i a t e  I  ( 2  c l a s s e s )  

I n  P e r s o n  C l a s s e s  
T h u r s  1 0 : 0 0 a m  -  1 2 : 0 0 p m
I n t e r m e d i a t e  I  a t  S h o n a n  C o m m u n i t y  C e n t e r

O n l i n e  J a p a n e s e  K a s h i w a  C l a s s e s  
T u e  1 0 : 0 0 a m  -  1 1 : 3 0 a m  
J a p a n e s e  f o r  a l l  B e g i n n i n g  I I  ( 1 s t  o f  t h e  2 8
l e s s o n s )  

T u e  7 : 0 0 p m  -  8 : 3 0 p m  
J a p a n e s e  f o r  a l l  B e g i n n i n g  I  ( 1 s t  o f  t h e  1 4
l e s s o n s )
 
W e d  1 0 : 0 0 a m  -  1 1 : 3 0 a m  
J a p a n e s e  i n t e r m e d i a t e  a n d  u p  

W e d  7 : 0 0 p m  -  8 : 3 0 p m
 J a p a n e s e  f o r  a l l  B e g i n n i n g  I  ( 1 s t  o f  t h e  8
l e s s o n s )  

T h u r s  1 0 : 0 0 a m  -  1 1 : 3 0 a m  
B e g i n n i n g  C o n v e r s a t i o n  I  ( B e g i n n e r ,  B e g i n n i n g
1 )  

T h u r s  1 : 0 0 p m  -  2 : 3 0 p m  
B e g i n n i n g  C o n v e r s a t i o n  2  ( B e g i n n i n g  2 )  

F r i  7 : 0 0 p m  -  8 : 3 0 p m  
J a p a n e s e  f o r  a l l  B e g i n n i n g  I I  ( 1 s t  o f  t h e  3 6
l e s s o n s )  

S a t  9 : 3 0 a m  -  1 1 : 2 0 a m  
I n t e r m e d i a t e  C o n v e r s a t i o n

F r e e  l e g a l  a d v i c e  a n d  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e
p r o c e d u r e  s u p p o r t  f o r  f o r e i g n  r e s i d e n t s

L a w y e r s  a n d  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  p r o c e d u r e
s p e c i a l i s t s  w i l l  b e  a v a i l a b l e  t o  h e l p  f o r e i g n
r e s i d e n t s  w i t h  l e g a l  q u e s t i o n s  a n d  d o c u m e n t s .
A n y  q u e s t i o n s  o r  p r o b l e m s  a r e  a l l  r i g h t ,  s u c h
a s  v i s a ,  d o m e s t i c  v i o l e n c e ,  d i v o r c e ,  o r  t r o u b l e
a t  t h e  w o r k p l a c e .  P l e a s e  r e g i s t e r  b e f o r e h a n d .  
D a t e  a n d  T i m e :  J a n  2 6  ( W E D )  1 : 0 0 p m  -  5 : 0 0 p m
P l a c e :  P a l e t t e  K a s h i w a  
R e s e r v a t i o n :  K C C  ( K a s h i w a  C r o s s - c u l t u r a l
C e n t e r )  O f f i c e  

K a s h i w a  i n f o r m a t i o n  d e l i v e r y  s e r v i c e

S i g n  u p  t o  r e c e i v e  e m a i l  a n n o u n c e m e n t s  f r o m  t h e
c i t y ,  s u c h  a s  i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  e a r t h q u a k e s ,
f i r e s ,  c r i m e ,  a n d  i n f e c t i o u s  d i s e a s e  o u t b r e a k s  i n
t h e  l a n g u a g e  o f  y o u r  c h o i c e .  S e n d  a  b l a n k  e m a i l
t o  t h i s  a d d r e s s  t o  r e g i s t e r .

Questions? Please contact the office of Kashiwa Cross-cultural Center (KCC)
Tel: 04-7157-0281 Fax: 04-7165-7321 

Hours: 8:30 - 17:15 Closed on Sundays and national holidays

KCC Newsletter Edited and Published by: Kashiwa Cross-cultural Center designated administrator Specified non-profit organization, 
Kashiwa International Relations Association General Affairs Committee Public Relations Division

A l s o ,  p l e a s e  r e a d  K a s h i w a
C i t y  M a g a z i n e .  I t  c o n t a i n s
i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  C O V I D -
1 9  v a c c i n a t i o n .

A n n o u n c e m e n t  f r o m  o t h e r  o r g a n i z a t i o n

O n l i n e  S t u d y  S e s s i o n  f o r  K I R A  M e m b e r s
D a t e  a n d  T i m e :  J a n u a r y  2 0 t h ,  T h u r s d a y ,
8 : 0 0 p m - 9 : 1 0 p m .
S t u d y  T i t l e :  P r o b l e m s  o f  o n l i n e  a n d  s o l u t i o n
L e c t u r e r :  M s . K u m i k o  Y a m a g u c h i
( I n t e r a c t i v e  T r a i n i n g  i n  C o m m u n i c a t i o n
J a p a n  )  
F e e :  F r e e
C a p a c i t y :  2 5
A p p l i c a t i o n :  D i r e c t l y  a t  t h e  K C C  r e c e p t i o n
o r  e m a i l .  “ b o s h u - 1 @ k i r a - k i r a . j p ” .  W r i t e  y o u r
n a m e  a n d  p h o n e  n u m b e r s  i n  t h e  
e m a i l
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