
 A m i d  t h e  s p r e a d  o f  C O V I D - 1 9 ,  w e  h a v e  h e a r d  t h a t  a n
i n c r e a s i n g  n u m b e r  o f  f o r e i g n e r s  a n d  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  s t u d e n t s  a r e
i n  n e e d  d u e  t o  b e i n g  f i r e d  f r o m  t h e i r  p a r t - t i m e  j o b s  o r
d i s m i s s e d  f r o m  t h e i r  w o r k p l a c e s .  A f t e r  c o n s i d e r i n g  v a r i o u s
w a y s  t o  h e l p ,  K a s h i w a  C r o s s - c u l t u r a l  C e n t e r  ( K C C )  d e c i d e d  t o
h o l d  F o o d  B a n k  K C C  f o r  f o r e i g n e r s .
 T h e  f i r s t  F o o d  B a n k  K C C  w a s  h e l d  o n  J u n e  2 7 t h  w i t h  d o n a t i o n s
o f  i t e m s  s u c h  a s  r i c e ,  d r i e d  n o o d l e s  ( s u c h  a s  s p a g h e t t i  a n d
i n s t a n t  n o o d l e s ) ,  a n d  o t h e r  k i n d s  o f  f o o d  f o u n d  i n  k i t c h e n s  a t
h o m e .  D o n a t i o n s  c a m e  f r o m  m e m b e r s  o f  K a s h i w a  I n t e r n a t i o n a l
R e l a t i o n s  A s s o c i a t i o n  ( K I R A ) ,  c i t i z e n s ,  b u s i n e s s e s ,  a n d  f a r m e r s .
T h e  d a y  b e f o r e ,  t h e  d o n a t e d  f o o d  w a s  d i v i d e d  i n t o  s m a l l  b a g s
a n d  p r e p a r e d  f o r  t h e  d a y .  M o r e  t h a n  3 0  f o r e i g n e r s  v i s i t e d  F o o d
B a n k  K C C  t o  r e c e i v e  t h e  f o o d ,  e x p r e s s i n g  t h e i r  t h a n k s .  S i n c e
t h e n ,  F o o d  B a n k  K C C  h a s  b e e n  h e l d  a t  t h e  e n d  o f  e v e r y  m o n t h ,
w i t h  t h e  7 t h  t i m e  c o m p l e t e d  i n  D e c e m b e r .  W e  r e c e i v e d  a  l o t  o f
f o o d  d o n a t i o n s ,  s u c h  a s  a  l a r g e  a m o u n t  o f  f o o d  f r o m  T o k a t s u
K u s a n o n e  F o o d  B a n k ,  v e g e t a b l e s  f r o m  a  c o m p a n y  t h a t  s e l l s
v e g e t a b l e s  w h o l e s a l e ,  a n d  l u n c h  b o x e s  f r o m  a  r e s t a u r a n t  i n  t h e
c i t y .  W e  a p p r e c i a t e  t h e  s u p p o r t  f r o m  v a r i o u s  o r g a n i z a t i o n s
a n d  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  t a k e  t h i s  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  e x p r e s s  o u r
g r a t i t u d e  t o  a l l  o f  t h e m  .
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New Year’s Cuisine in the world

Food bank

 The popular "New Year's Party," where foreigners prepare dishes from various countries every year, could not be
held again this year due to the pandemic. Instead, here is a look at New Year's dishes in countries and regions
around the world.

China and Taiwan (Lunar New Year)
・Gyoza (dumpling): Gyoza represents "wealth” because it is made in the shape of money.
Those who get a dumpling with a coin inside can be happy. Gyoza dumplings are eaten
on the night of New Year's Eve.
・Sakana (fish): Sakana represents "leeway." Do not turn the fish over. Be sure to leave a
little leftover, which represents abundance.
・Mochi (rice cake): Mochi means that you can reach a higher level as you get older.
・Daikon Mochi: It is a rice cake made by mixing grated radish and rice cake powder,
which is then grilled.  
・Mikan (tangerine): Mikan represents “good luck” and “success.”
・Ringo (apple ): Apples represent peace and safety.
・Harumaki (Spring roll): Spring rolls represent ”wealth” because they look like gold bars.

 



  People from abroad living in the Tokatsu area are sharing
about their life in Japan in Japanese. 
 For more information, visit the KCC homepage at
https:/www.kcc.kira-kira.jp/events
 Viewing at the venue has been cancelled due to the increase
in COVID-19 infections.
 Date: February 13, Sunday, 1:00 p.m.- 4:00 p.m.
 Online viewers: Please register on the homepage.
 Participation fee: Free

Indonesia
・Nasi Kuning: Yellow rice in a small

basket woven with palm leaves.It is said
that eating Nasi Kuning gives you

energy. And people eat Nasi Kuning not
only on New Year’s Day, but also on
happy occasions such as birthdays.

Brazil
・Beijinho: A cake that is often

eaten during the New Year

Philippines
・Tikoy: Rice cake eaten in the Quezon region on New Year’s Day.

・Spaghetti and Rice noodles: They are as long as Japanese soba (buckwheat
noodles), so they represent “longevity.”

・Whole roasted pig and 12 kinds of fruits (the fruits’ round shapes represent
money).

・People enjoy eating glutinous rice wrapped in banana peels or drinking hot
chocolate drinks.

 Peru
People celebrate the New Year by eating
roasted turkey or chicken, potato salad,

panettone (sweet bread), and chocolate milk. 

Korea
・Tteokguk: Soup with rice cakes that are not as sticky as Japanese

rice cakes and taste a little like tteokbokki rice cake.
・Jeon: It is often called chijimi (Korean pancake) in Japan. It is a

dish of bite-sized vegetables, meat, and white fish grilled with
batter. (It is easier to understand if you call it Korean-style

tempura.)
・Japchae: A stir-fried dish of harusame, which are thick, chewy

noodles made from sweet potatoes, colorful vegetables, and meat.
・Kalbichim: A dish made by steaming born-in ribs with a sweet and

spicy sauce for a long time.
・Namul: A dish made with five to ten kinds of vegetables and edible

wild plants, including spinach, bracken, and taro stalks.
・Sujeongga: Korean traditional tea made with ginger and

cinnamon.
・Sikke: A non-alcoholic drink made from fermented rice, similar to

Japanese amazake (sweet fermented rice drink).
 

Mexico
・On New Year’s Eve, people have tomato-flavored soup, cheese,

cake-like meat dishes made with meat, eggs, breadcrumbs, apples,
nuts, bacon, and ham baked in an oven. They also enjoy sweet

pasta, raisins, pineapple, etc.
・January 6th is the day when the Three Wise Men of the East
brought gifts to celebrate the birth of Christ. On January 6th,
people have bread called Rosca de Reyes which has a small doll

inside, and a chocolate drink. It is said that a person who wins the
doll will be lucky for a year.On February 2nd, the person who gets
the bread with the doll is supposed to give a present to everyone.
・On February 2nd, people have Tamales, a steamed dish of meat,
vegetables, cheese, etc. wrapped in corn flour dough. They also 
have Atole, a hot drink made with milk, fruit, almonds,and nuts

with sugar.
 

＊The dishes listed here vary from region to region within each
country and region.＊

 

The 6th Japanese Speech Contest in Kashiwa
Cross-cultural Tea Time “ Indonesia

 – What we saw and felt in the lives of about 30 years there –“

 Indonesia is about five times the size of Japan, with
more than 18,000 islands and about 490 different ethnic
groups with diverse cultures. We will talk about the
Indonesia we experienced and what we felt in the three
major periods of time that occurred in our 30 years
there. 
 Date: March 5, Saturday, 1:00 p.m. – 2:30 p.m. 
 Place: Palette Kashiwa, Multi-purpose Space A
 Lecturer: Mr. & Mrs. Yoshihiro and Yoko NAKAGAWARA
 Number of applicants: 27
 Participation fee: ¥400
Application: Please come directly to the KIRA office or
send an e-mail to boshu-1@kira-kira.jp

<Please be sure to include the event name, your name, and phone number when applying by email. In addition, please note that the events
may be canceled or changed depending on the COVID-19 infection status . Please contact the office for details.>

 

Mr.&Mrs. Nakagawara

mailto:boshu-1@kira-kira.jp


H o w  d i d  y o u  s t a r t  b e i n g  i n v o l v e d  i n  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  e x c h a n g e  a c t i v i t i e s ?

W h e n  I  w a s  a  u n i v e r s i t y  s t u d e n t  i n  I b a r a k i ,  I  h a d  c h a n c e s  t o  t a l k  w i t h  t u t o r s  w h o
a r e  n a t i v e  E n g l i s h  s p e a k e r s .  I  w a s  l o o k i n g  f o r  m o r e  o f  t h o s e  o p p o r t u n i t i e s ,  w h i c h
i s  w h e n  I  d i s c o v e r e d  K E Y S ,  
K a s h i w a  E x c h a n g e  Y o u t h  S o c i e t y .  G i v e n  t h a t  K a s h i w a  w a s  c l o s e  t o  m y  u n i v e r s i t y ,  I
s t a r t e d  g o i n g  t o  t h e i r  r e g u l a r  m e e t i n g s .  
A t  t h e  t i m e ,  B r a n d o n  a n d  a  s t u d e n t  f r o m  V i e t n a m  w e r e  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  a n d  I  e n j o y e d
s p e a k i n g  E n g l i s h  a  l o t .  

W e  h e a r d  y o u  w e r e  v o l u n t e e r i n g  d u r i n g  t h i s  p a n d e m i c .

I t  w a s  w h e n  I  w a s  w o r k i n g  p a r t - t i m e  t o  s a v e  m o n e y  t o  g o  o n  a  w o r k i n g  h o l i d a y
t h a t  t h e  C O V I D - 1 9  h i t  t h e  w o r l d .  I  l i v e d  i n  t h e  s a m e  a p a r t m e n t  w i t h  B r a n d o n  t h e n ,
a n d  h e  t o l d  m e  t h a t  i n  h i s  h o m e t o w n  i n  T o r r a n c e ,  y o u n g  p e o p l e  g o  s h o p p i n g  f o r
t h o s e  e l d e r l y  w h o  w e r e  i n  q u a r a n t i n e .  T h a t  m a d e  u s  t h i n k  w e  s h o u l d  d o  t h e  s a m e
i n  K a s h i w a .  I n  K E Y S ,  w e  m a d e  f l y e r s  a n d  u s e d  S N S  t o  g a t h e r  i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t
w h o  n e e d e d  h e l p  w i t h  s h o p p i n g .  A s  a  c o n s e q u e n c e ,  w e  d i d n ’ t  g e t  m a n y
a p p l i c a t i o n s  b e c a u s e  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  d i d n ’ t  c i r c u l a t e  w e l l .  H o w e v e r ,  t h e  i d e a  w a s
g o o d .

W h a t  d i d  y o u  f e e l  b y  j o i n i n g  K E Y S ?

B e f o r e  t h e  p a n d e m i c ,  w e  w e r e  a b l e  t o  d o  e v e n t s  s u c h  a s  c h e r r y  b l o s s o m  v i e w i n g ,
f l o w i n g  s o m e n ,  a n d  B B Q .  D u r i n g  t h e  p a n d e m i c ,  w e  t a l k e d  w i t h  p e o p l e  i n  f o r e i g n
c o u n t r i e s ,  a n d  d i s c u s s e d  S D G s  i n  E n g l i s h .  H o w e v e r ,  t h e  m a i n  m e m b e r s  h a v e
a l r e a d y  s t a r t e d  w o r k i n g  o r  t h e y  n e e d  t o  p r e p a r e  f o r  t h e i r  e n t r a n c e  e x a m s .  W e
n e e d  t o  l o o k  f o r  n e w  m e m b e r s .

P l e a s e  t e l l  m e  a b o u t  y o u r  c u r r e n t  j o b ?

I  a m  a  w r i t e r  f o r  a  w e b  m a g a z i n e  i n  m y  h o m e t o w n ,  K o r i y a m a ,  F u k u s h i m a .  ( I  j o i n
K E Y S  m e e t i n g s  o n l i n e )  M y  m a i n  t a s k  i s  t o  i n t e r v i e w  p e o p l e  i n  t h e  1 2  t o w n s  a n d
c i t i e s  i n  t h e  c o a s t a l  a r e a ,  a n d  w r i t e  a r t i c l e s  a b o u t  t h e m .  T h i s  a r e a  w a s  d a m a g e d  b y
t h e  G r e a t  E a s t  J a p a n  E a r t h q u a k e .  T h e  r e s i d e n t s  h a d  n o  c h o i c e  b u t  t o  l e a v e  t h i s
a r e a  f o r  a  l o n g  t i m e .  C u r r e n t l y ,  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  p e o p l e  w h o  h a v e  r e t u r n e d  a n d  n e w
r e s i d e n t s  h a v e  b e e n  i n c r e a s i n g .  I  a m  w r i t i n g  t o  i n f o r m  p e o p l e  a b o u t  t h e
r e c o n s t r u c t i o n .  Q u i t e  a  f e w  o f  t h e  n e w  r e s i d e n t s  a r e  y o u n g ,  a n d  t h e y  s t a r t  n e w
b u s i n e s s e s  s u c h  a s  f l o w e r  s h o p s ,  r e s t a u r a n t s  a n d  c o m m u n i t y  s p a c e s .  F o r  e x a m p l e ,
t h e r e  w a s  a  p e r s o n  w h o  s t a r t e d  s e l l i n g  s t y l i s h  c a n n e d  m a c k e r e l  a f t e r  m o v i n g  t o
N a m i e  c i t y .  D e v e l o p m e n t  o f  d r o n e s  a n d  n a t u r a l  e n e r g y  r e s o u r c e s  a r e  o n e  o f  t h e
f a c t o r s  t h a t  m a k e  t h i s  a r e a  p r o m i s i n g  i n  t h e  f u t u r e .

H o w  w o u l d  y o u  l i k e  t o  b e  i n v o l v e d  i n  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  e x c h a n g e ?

A l t h o u g h  m y  c u r r e n t  j o b  i s n ’ t  d i r e c t l y  c o n n e c t e d  t o  i t ,  I  s t i l l  e n j o y  t a l k i n g  w i t h
f r i e n d s  w h o  a r e  A L T s  i n  K o r i y a m a c i t y  a n d  F u k u s h i m a  p r e f e c t u r e s .  O n c e  t h i s
p a n d e m i c  e n d s ,  I  w a n t  t o  g o  a b r o a d  a s  s o o n  a s  p o s s i b l e .  O f  c o u r s e ,  d o i n g  a w o r k i n g
h o l i d a y  i s  s t i l l  o n e  o f  m y  l o n g e s t - h e l d  d r e a m s .

( I n t e r v i e w e d  b y  N o r i k o  F u j i t a )

Spread Information of Fukushima’s Reconstruction 
KEYS member, Shota Nagai

KEYS activity in December
 

Participants from Indonesia and Taiwan. Delegates to Camden in 2019
also participated.

SDGs Goal 4: Equal Education
 

KEYS activity in January
 

A former delegate to Torrance participated online. 
SDGs Goal 4: Equal Education

 

Shota Nagai



Feburuary Events
  J a p a n e s e  S h o n a n  C l a s s e s

O n l i n e  C l a s s e s  
T h u r s  1 0 : 0 0 a m  -  1 1 : 3 0 a m  
J a p a n e s e  I n t e r m e d i a t e  a n d  u p  
S u n  1 0 : 0 0 a m  -  1 1 : 3 0 a m  
B e g i n n e r  I ,  I n t e r m e d i a t e  I  ( 2  c l a s s e s )  

I n  P e r s o n  C l a s s e s  ( S h o n a n  C o m m u n i t y  C e n t e r )
※ I t  m a y b e  c a n c e l l e d  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  p a n d e m i c
s i t u a t i o n .
T h u r s  1 0 : 0 0 a m  -  1 2 : 0 0 p m  I n t e r m e d i a t e  I
S u n  1 0 : 0 0 a m - 1 2 : 0 0 p m  B e g i n n e r  I
 

O n l i n e  J a p a n e s e  K a s h i w a  C l a s s e s  
T u e  7 : 0 0 p m  -  8 : 3 0 p m  
J a p a n e s e  f o r  a l l  B e g i n n i n g  I I  ( 1 s t  o f  t h e  1 9
l e s s o n s )  

W e d  1 0 : 0 0 p m  -  1 1 : 3 0 p m  
J a p a n e s e  C o n v e r s a t i o n  f o r  B e g i n n e r s  2  
 
W e d  7 : 0 0 p m  -  8 : 3 0 p m
 J a p a n e s e  f o r  a l l  B e g i n n i n g  I  ( 1 s t  o f  t h e  1 6
l e s s o n s )  

T h u r s  1 0 : 0 0 a m  -  1 1 : 3 0 a m  
B e g i n n i n g  C o n v e r s a t i o n  I  ( B e g i n n e r ,  B e g i n n i n g
1 )  

T h u r s  1 : 0 0 p m  -  2 : 3 0 p m  
B e g i n n e r  C o n v e r s a t i o n  2  A  

F r i  7 : 0 0 p m  -  8 : 3 0 p m  
J a p a n e s e  f o r  a l l  B e g i n n i n g  I I  ( 1 s t  o f  t h e  4 1
l e s s o n s )  

S a t  9 : 3 0 a m  -  1 1 : 2 0 a m  
I n t e r m e d i a t e  C o n v e r s a t i o n

K a s h i w a  i n f o r m a t i o n  d e l i v e r y  s e r v i c e

S i g n  u p  t o  r e c e i v e  e m a i l  a n n o u n c e m e n t s  f r o m  t h e
c i t y ,  s u c h  a s  i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  e a r t h q u a k e s ,
f i r e s ,  c r i m e ,  a n d  i n f e c t i o u s  d i s e a s e  o u t b r e a k s  i n
t h e  l a n g u a g e  o f  y o u r  c h o i c e .  S e n d  a  b l a n k  e m a i l
t o  t h i s  a d d r e s s  t o  r e g i s t e r .

Questions? Please contact the office of Kashiwa Cross-cultural Center (KCC)
Tel: 04-7157-0281 Fax: 04-7165-7321 

Hours: 8:30 - 17:15 Closed on Sundays and national holidays
KCC Newsletter Edited and Published by: Kashiwa Cross-cultural Center designated administrator Specified non-profit organization, 

Kashiwa International Relations Association General Affairs Committee Public Relations Division

A l s o ,  p l e a s e  r e a d  K a s h i w a
C i t y  M a g a z i n e .  I t  c o n t a i n s
i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  C O V I D -
1 9  v a c c i n a t i o n .

F r e e  l e g a l  a d v i c e  a n d  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e
p r o c e d u r e  s u p p o r t  f o r  f o r e i g n  r e s i d e n t s

L a w y e r s  a n d  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  p r o c e d u r e
s p e c i a l i s t s  w i l l  b e  a v a i l a b l e  t o  h e l p  f o r e i g n
r e s i d e n t s  w i t h  l e g a l  q u e s t i o n s  a n d
d o c u m e n t s .  A n y  q u e s t i o n s  o r  p r o b l e m s  a r e
a c c e p t a b l e ,  s u c h  a s  v i s a ,  d o m e s t i c  v i o l e n c e ,
d i v o r c e ,  o r  t r o u b l e  a t  t h e  w o r k p l a c e .  P l e a s e
r e g i s t e r  b e f o r e h a n d .
 D a t e :  F e b r u a r y  1 6 ,  W e d n e s d a y ,  1 : 0 0  p . m .  -
5 : 0 0  p . m .
 P l a c e :  P a l e t t e  K a s h i w a  R o o m  A
 R e s e r v a t i o n :  K C C  o f f i c e  

 I n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  C O V I D - 1 9  f o r  f o r e i g n
r e s i d e n t s

 
 A v a i l a b l e  i n  m u l t i p l e  l a n g u a g e s

< I n f o r m a t i o n  f r o m  o t h e r  o r g a n i z a t i o n s > :  
O n l i n e  W o r k s h o p  f o r  K I R A  m e m b e r s

 D a t e :  F e b r u a r y  1 7 ,  T h u r s d a y ,  8 : 0 0  p . m .  -  9 : 1 0
p . m .
F e b r u a r y  S e s s i o n :  S u m m a r y  o f  Z o o m  L e s s o n
a n d  i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  w h a t  w i l l  b e  s t u d i e d
n e x t  t e r m
 L e c t u r e r :  M s .  K u m i k o  Y a m a g u c h i  ( I n t e r a c t i v e
T r a i n i n g  i n  C o m m u n i c a t i o n  -  J a p a n )
 P a r t i c i p a t i o n  f e e :  F r e e    
 N u m b e r  o f  a p p l i c a n t s :  2 5
 A p p l i c a t i o n :  P l e a s e  c o m e  d i r e c t l y  t o  t h e  K C C
O f f i c e  o r  s e n d  a n  e - m a i l  t o  
 b o s h u - 1 @ k i r a - k i r a . j p .  W e  w i l l  s e n d  y o u  U R L  t o
j o i n  t h e  w o r k s h o p . 

C o n s u l t a t i o n  f o r  F o r e i g n  R e s i d e n t s
 M o n d a y :  S p a n i s h
 T u e s d a y :  K o r e a n  ( o n l y  t h e  2 n d  a n d  4 t h
T u e s d a y )
 W e d n e s d a y :  C h i n e s e
 T h u r s d a y :  E n g l i s h
 F r i d a y :  C h i n e s e
 ※  1 : 0 0  p . m .  -  5 : 0 0  p . m .  e v e r y d a y
 C o n s u l t a t i o n  C o u n t e r  f o r  F o r e i g n  R e s i d e n t s
( M a i n  c i t y  h a l l  3 F )
 T E L :  0 4  -  7 1 6 8  -  1 0 3 3
 N o  r e s e r v a t i o n  r e q u i r e d .  

mailto:boshu-1@kira-kira.jp

