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Kombanwa (Comb-bahn-wah)! Good evening and

thank you all so much for your gracious welcome.
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On behalf of my colleagues on the City Council,
| want to thank Mayor Ota for this wonderful reception.
I'd like to introduce to you the elected officials who | am accompanied

by on this spectacular trip:
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e District 1 Councilmember Jon Kaji

e District 2 Councilmember Bridgett lewis

e District 3 Councilmember Asam Sheikh

e District 4 Councilmember Sharon Kalani and her husband
Omid Kalani

e District 5 Councilmember Aurelio Mattucci
District 6 Councilmember Mike Griffiths and his partner

Cecillia Geronimo

e City Clerk Rebecca Poirier

What a phenomenal experience this has already been for each of us. |
know | speak for the entire delegation when | say how grateful we are to

you for your hospitality. Thank you all so much.
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This is my second trip to Kashiwa and | want you to know what an honor
it is to be leading the 50" Anniversary Delegation. | am pleased to see
friends who | have met from my previous trip as well as those who

traveled to Torrance just last February in celebration of this milestone.
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This is a very special reunion indeed. Our cities have accomplished so
much during our 50-year history and | look forward to ensuring that our
relationship continues to strengthen in the future. | feel so fortunate, as

do my colleagues on the City Council, to be a part of it all.
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Again, | thank you so much for all you are doing to make this 50™"
anniversary trip such a special experience for us. Your tireless efforts
on our behalf are greatly appreciated by the entire Torrance delegation.

Domo arigato (Doe-moe a-ree-gah-tow)!
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